
Morning and Evening Praise
Bracket Each Day

-S. Olivia Scully

On August 5-12,2010,
Presentation Sisters from around

the world gathered for this very spe-
cial retreat, directed by Ss. Mary
O’Brien,PBVM and Anne O’Leary,
PBVM. The Aberdeen,SD,
Presentation Sisters hosted the retreat,
and extended Presentation hospitality
to over seventy international
Presentation Sisters making this
retreat.  S. Anne O’Brien,Frances
O’Neill and Olivia Scully from Fargo
were among the participants.

Each day began with Prairie
Morning Prayer prepared by Ss.Anne
and Mary.  Effective use of
technology made all presentations
reflective and prayerful.  Each day
closed with Prairie Twilight Prayer, as
the sun was setting and its rays
reflected beautifully on the chapel
stained glass windows.

Nano’s lantern guided visitors from
the International Union of

Presentation Sisters of the Blessed
Virgin Mary to Sacred Heart Convent,
nestled in the Red River Valley of the

North in Fargo, and across the prairie
to Presentation Heights in Aberdeen,
SD during August,2010.  Presentation
Sisters from around the world gath-
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Stinky Jesus—a title not part of any
familiar litany—but, before you

report me to the blasphemy police,
think a minute about who Jesus said
he was.  He delighted in seeing him-
self as a good shepherd.
Unfortunately, we have romanticized
the Good Shepherd image to that of a
serene, well-groomed gentleman hold-
ing a cute little snowy white lamb in
the crook of his arm while equally
fluffy sheep snuggle close to his feet
and look adoringly up at him.  Jesus
of Galilee would not have recognized
this person as a shepherd—let alone a
good shepherd.
The shepherds he knew were rough and
tough men who lived out in the scrub and
on the hillsides with their sheep.  Falling
in a river was probably as close as they
came to bathing.  You would not want
your daughter to date one of them for
they were decidedly lower class.  (Many
writers call them a “despised class.”)  But
they did know their sheep by name.  They
physically defended their sheep from prey
and saw to it they had good pasture.  The
rod and the staff were tools of their semi-
skilled trade. Their world revolved around
their sheep and they smelled like their
sheep—a smell Chanel has not been
tempted to bottle and Brute could not
mask.  
When Jesus identified himself as a good
shepherd, he knew what he was doing.
None of us can be immersed in human

salvation without smelling a bit.  The fact
that we are stinky—we make mistakes,
we are stupid, we are insensitive, we
sin—is not as important as bleating so our
Good Shepherd can find us in the bush.
We bleat when we admit we erred, when
we attempt to open our minds to all truth,
when we share the pain of others,and
when we repent our sins.
Jesus who was without sin emptied him-
self identifying with our “despised class.”
He knows us by name. He will forgive
our sins and save us from the danger of
being full of ourselves.

-S. Mary Margaret Mooney,
President,Fargo Presentation Sisters
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Stinky Jesus
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ered in Aberdeen for a Charism
Retreat.  (See related story on front
page.)  An invitation to Presentation
Sisters attending the retreat to spend
time with the Fargo Sisters had been
extended earlier in the year.   Sisters
from California,Arizona,and India
responded and graced the Fargo com-
munity with their presence.

Arriving on August 2nd from vari-
ous points in California,Ss. Breda
Christopher (Orange); Carmel Lynch,
(Huntington Beach); and Mary
Dunlea,(Cypress),were warmly wel-
comed as they entered the dining
room just in time for dinner.
Comments included, “This feels like a
family reunion when relatives who
have never met each other come
together and find out how much they
have in common.” Each of the sister
visitors was assigned to one of the liv-
ing groups at the convent.  Each
group made sure the visitor was ori-
ented to the convent space and her
needs cared for to the best of their
ability.

The next day, following Morning
Prayer and Eucharist, all once again
had an opportunity to visit informally
with one another over a continental
breakfast.  Then it was off for walks
in the orchard to experience the out-
door environment of ND.  Ss. Stella
Olson and Andrea Arendt provided a
tour of the Fargo area,especially of
sites memorable to the Fargo congre-
gation.  (Rumor has it that there were
many pictures taken during the expe-
dition!)

Following lunch, S. Frances O’Neill
brought the visitors to Riverview
Place where they had an opportunity
to observe this aspect of housing min-
istry and to meet Ss. Agatha Lucey,
Mary Beauclair, Josephine Brennan,
and Gertrude Massine.  They also
walked across the street to tour the
apartment complexes in River Square
and visit with S. Geraldine Steinbach,
manager.

Ss. Shoba Duraisami,Tamil Nadu,
South India; Marie Mathew, Delhi,
India,and Annette Figueirdo,Goa,
India arrived at various times during
the day.  That evening Fargo
Associates were invited to meet our

guests over root beer floats.   It was
an energetic gathering!

The following morning, the visitors
were invited to hear about some of the
ministries of the Fargo congregation.
Sharon Kleeman,MSW, director of
Presentation Partners in Housing; S.
Andrea Arendt,director of
Presentation Prayer Center; S. Maris
Stella Korb, director of Presentation
Peace and Justice Center; and S. Jan
Ihli, foster parent at Nano’s House all
shared about the way each ministry
carries out the mission and ministry of
the Presentation Sisters.  More than
one visitor was heard to say, “Your
involvement in ministry and carrying
on the charism of Nano Nagle is sur-
prising and wonderful to behold.”

After lunch that day, it was time for
the visitors to pack up and leave for
the retreat in Aberdeen.  Given that
the day was extremely windy, one
might have been reminded of the first
Pentecost when the Spirit came “in a
rush of mighty wind.” Perhaps this
was a portend of what would lie
ahead during the retreat.

The Fargo community was delight-
ed to receive two more visitors after
the retreat. Ss. Evelyn O’Boyle and
Marilyn Omicezynski,from Phoenix,
AZ spent several days with us. Due to
time constraints,their experiences
were not as varied as those earlier vis-
itors,nonetheless,friendships were
renewed and developed as these sis-
ters tasted a little of the flavor of the
Fargo congregation.

Sister Brigid Kavanagh 

Silverius Metzger
Brother of Sister Petronilla Metzger

Ar t Ar ett
Father of Associate Brian Arett

Michael Monaghan
Cousin of Sister Josephine Brennan 

Patr ick Egan
Brother of Sister Pauline Egan

Peter H. Wir tzfeld
Father of Associate Ruth Wir tzfeld

Rest in
Peace

S. Mary Margaret Mooney

Lanterns in the Valley...
Continued from page 1
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I recently returned home after attending
my brother’s burial at Arlington

National Cemetery.  A funeral puts a dif-
ferent perspective on life for awhile.  As
I waited at the convent elevator with my
suitcase, there,beside the statue of St.
Joseph, I saw a Mary Engelbreit carica-
ture picture of a woman with big glasses
raking leaves and the following quote by
Albert Camus: “A utumn is a second
spring when every leaf is a flower.” I
just smiled and thought it’s all about
your personal perspective.  

As a child I loved the leaves in the fall.
As much as we played in them,we
always knew they would have to be
picked up.  That usually happened after
the wind came up and they wouldn’t stay
in one place anymore.  I haven’t played
in the leaves for a long time and I
haven’t raked the yard since I joined the
community.  My heart was full of grati-
tude as I returned home to be with my
sisters knowing that another page has
turned in the book of life.

It has been six years since I began to
work in the Development office.  I con-
tinue to be amazed at the generosity of
people who have been connected to the

Presentation Sisters over the years,and
also by new donors as they become
familiar with the works of the sisters.  

There is always a grave need for assis-
tance to the poor.  Recently we sent an
appeal letter for the benefit of
Presentation Partners in Housing min-
istry.  The response has been uplifting
and much needed by the 452 families,
including 886 children that have been
served this year.  Without your support
their lives would be more difficult.
Every time we send an appeal letter
whether for this cause, Presentation
Prayer Center, or for the sisters and their
other ministries,the response is over-
whelming to me.  I cannot thank you
enough for your support of our mission
and ministries. 

It was a pleasure to host a coffee hour
with the Shanley High Class of 1960.  It
was great seeing those who came for the
50th class reunion. Thank you for the
donation to the Sister’s Retirement Fund.
Anytime you are in town please stop and
see some of your former teachers.  

-
S. Stella Olson,Development Director

Autumn Brings
Reflection and Gratitude

Sunday morning, October 17,the
Presentation Sisters of

Aberdeen opened the commemora-
tion of their 125th year in
Aberdeen.  From out of the past,a
horse-drawn buckboard with
Mother M. John Hughes (S. Pam
Donelan),S. M. Aloysius Chriswell
(S. Joan Marie Brandner) and S. M.
Joseph Butler (S. Francene Evans)
came across the prairie to where
present-day sisters and friends were
assembled near Presentation
Heights Convent.   (A bit of
unscripted déjà vu occurred, when
the assembly was cautioned to “not
clap, not cheer, not shout”so as not
to spook the horses.  On an 1881
journey to Yankton,the stagecoach
carrying Mother John and her com-

panions overturned and the driver
cautioned, “Don’t scream or you
will scare the horses.”)

The three “pioneer” sisters and
their trunk were escorted to the
chapel. Each of the three pioneers
gave a brief biographical sketch.
The trunk was unpacked and Ss.
Lois Ann Sargent and Mary
Margaret Mooney (Fargo) shared
bits and pieces of the order’s early
history in Dakota Territory.
Following the Eucharistic Liturgy
and noon lunch, a brief program
completed the opening observanc-
es.  Future celebrations include a
family celebration July 14,a dioce-
san celebration July 15,and a pub-
lic celebration July 16,2011. Ad
multos annos!

Students often ask her, “When is
our next group lesson?”Group

lessons held five times a year pro-
vide an excellent opportunity for
private piano students to enjoy
musical activities together.  A por-
tion of the seventy-five minute
group lesson is devoted to the study
of a composer using a Power Point
presentation along with musical
selections from You Tube.  Group

lessons at Presentation Music
Studio also provide a wonderful
performance experience.  At this
last group lesson one of S.
Bernadette’s students exclaimed,
“Playing my pieces is the very
BEST part.”

Contact S. Bernadette at presmu-
sicstudio@cableone.net for further
information.  

Don’t scream or you
will scare the horses

Volunteer Visitors
Bring and Find Joy

Sister Frances O’Neill,one of the
present volunteer visitors at

Riverview Place, Fargo, has so aptly
stated that for many people Riverview is
a “place to call home.” Over the past
year she has had the privilege of visiting
many of the people who live there.   She
and S. Irene Schuster, also a volunteer
visitor, both state that it is a joy to get to
know so many residents on a personal
level.  And residents seem to appreciate
the opportunity to share life experiences
from “those good old days!” As a result,
there is joyful learning on both sides.

For both sisters interest in this min-
istry grew out of their past experiences

of making visits to hospitals,nursing
homes,and to people who lived alone.
S. Frances developed a love for this min-
istry during her time as Pastoral Minister
at Sacred heart Parish in Poplar Bluff,
MO.  S. Irene spent many of those same
years as Chaplain at the Good Samaritan
Home in Park River, ND.  Today, just as
in former days, there is a need to bring
spiritual joy and peace into the lives of
others in whatever little way we can.
This is just one more way of “Doing
what needs to be done.”

Each visit, hopefully, made during the
week will bring happiness into the lives
of the residents,as it surely does for the
volunteers.

-Ss. Irene Schuster and Frances
O’Neill

S.  BERNADETTE TRECKERteaches rhythm to one group of her 30
piano students. 

Gro up Music Lessons
Enhance Individual Learning



My name is Maren Ortmeier and I
became an Associate in May of

2008.  From the age of two, I wanted
to be a nurse.  When we moved to
Fargo nine years ago (when my kids
were one and three),I decided to be
more “Mom” than a nurse and I
stayed home.  I completed the Parish
Nurse Course the following year and
was able to volunteer at my church to
keep my RN license active working as
a Parish Nurse.  Two years ago when
my family changed parishes,I decid-
ed to switch gears and volunteer as a
nurse at the Family HealthCare Center
helping with the refugee clinic, doing
hearing tests. My dilemma in the last
couple weeks was realizing I am in
desperate need of more hours by the
end of December to keep my license.
I was trying to discern if maybe God
was trying to tell me to let go of my
nursing license and refocus in another
direction.  All my lif e I can remember
either wanting to be a nurse or being
one, so this was an emotional deci-
sion.   

Recently I was chatting with a
friend who reminded me there is
Eucharist at Sacred Heart Convent at
8 a.m.  Occasionally, I go to daily
Mass at St Joseph’s,Moorhead, if I
get the kids dropped off to school on
time.  As a spur-of-the-moment deci-
sion,I decided to attend the convent
liturgy. The sermon was on Mary and

Martha. The
priest dis-
cussed how
Martha was
worried and
anxious
about get-
ting things
done. He
was most
definitely
talking to
me…all worried about my license.
(Watch how the charisms of
Nano/Presentation unfold in my
story!!!) As I left mass
(spirituality/prayer), off to help with
refugee clinic, S. Maureen Walker
stopped me.  She enthusiastically
(zeal) asked if I was staying for
breakfast (hospitality). I told her
thanks,but I couldn’t, because I was
on my way to the refugee clinic.  I
also told her I was in need of nursing
hours to keep my license current (pro-
fessional competence). Without miss-
ing a beat she said, “Oh, you should
work here! (MORE enthusiasm!!)”.
She made sure I found S. Mary
Margaret Mooney, and I started the
NEXT day (simplicity)! It is the per-
fect job for me and my family!  

I am working in Mary Hall where
the sisters there need some level of
nursing care.  I have flexible hours
that enable me to still be fulltime
mom,an opportunity to work with my
favorite people, and I will easily get
enough hours to keep my license
active!  Nano’s spirit and charism
were so present to me that day.  I felt
I walked through all the special
charisms of Presentation: spirituality/
prayer, zeal,hospitality, simplicity,
and professional competence. Now as
I look at the beautiful painting of
Mary, Martha and Jesus outside the
kitchen at the convent,I just smile.

Oh,my friend’s name who remind-
ed me of the convent morning masses
is…Martha!   

-Associate Maren Ortmeier
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October 9 and 10 were very busy
days for the residents,staff, and

volunteers of Riverview Place, Fargo.
We celebrated our 23rd Apple
Dumpling Day.  On Saturday, volun-
teers and staff cored, peeled, filled,
and assembled apple dumplings.  Our
crew began at 8 a.m. and by noon had
3030 dumplings prepared and ready
for baking Sunday morning.  Sunday,
baking began at 1:30 a.m. and contin-
ued into the afternoon with serving
from 12:30-3:30 p.m.

A steady stream of visitors came to
enjoy the dumplings and to participate
in other special events that included a
quilt silent auction,basket silent auc-
tion, bake sale, book fair, and an addi-

tional 1700 dumplings packaged and
ready for take-out.  Myron
Sommerfeld and his orchestra enter-
tained the visitors in the chapel.
Tours of the apartments were avail-
able.  The Gift Shop was open to the
public.

Since 1988,a total of 49,494 apple
dumpling have been served!  There
seemed to be a general consensus that
the 2010 dumplings were the best
ever.

For more information about
Riverview Place, please contact Kathy
Schroeder or Bonnie Peters at
701.237.4700

-S. Josephine Brennan

Apple Dumpling Day
Huge Success

Assoc. Maren Ortmeier

The Spirit of Nano at Work

L-R: s. Josephine Brennan, Jerry Schroeder, and Vonnie Anderson serve up
lots of apple dumplings!

25th
Presentation
Prayer Center
Brunch
Mary Jo Lewis, MD, FACP, Fargo

Presentation Associate, was the
guest speaker at the 25th Presentation
Prayer Center Brunch.  She captured
the audience by sharing her personal
story and principles of Servant-
Leadership.   

The 26th Annual Prayer Brunch is
scheduled for October 20,2011. L-R: Dr. Jerry Kavanaugh, S Andrea Arendt, and Dr. Mary Jo Lewis 
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From India,Philippines,United
States,Australia and elsewhere,

Presentation Sisters world—wide,
including Fargo Presentations,are
conscious of their call to “Care for
Creation.” Curious to know more
about how the city of Fargo handles
its recyclable materials, five Fargo
Sisters recently toured the Minnkota
Recycling Center.  

Mary Aldrich, tour guide, walked
them through huge buildings that con-

tained mountains of compressed alu-
minum pop cans,piles of paper and
newspapers,plus glass and plastics.
They learned that plastic pop bottles
are shipped to Georgia and made into
carpets and paper is shipped to
Wisconsin and recycled into toilet
paper, facial tissue, and paper towels.
Mary stated that about four and one-
half million pounds of material is
shipped each month.

Hard Hat Sisters Tour
Recycling Center

L-R: Ss. Maris Stella Korb, Andrea Arendt, tour guide Mary Aldrich, Ss.
Olivia Scully, Rosaria Acton, and Anne Hablas.

L-R:Ss. Maggie Swanston Brown, Betty Swanick Robert, S. Lorraine
Schmaltz, Judy Erjavec Erck

An invitation extended and an invi-
tation accepted, gifted me with

two days of fun and delight as I
attended the 50th Shanley High
School Class Reunion this fall.
Scattered 50 years ago to every corner
of the country to pursue our dreams of
vocation, profession,and fullness of
lif e, we returned in September, 2010
to Shanley, Fargo, home of our educa-
tional faith roots. 

The Shanley building we knew is
gone.  What Shanley built in us,how-
ever, still remains: a tangible tested
faith…a faith we celebrated at
Eucharist in Presentation Chapel. 

The love and care for each other

now untainted by popularity, grades,
and honors blossomed with gratitude
and laughter.  Each was still the same
unique person—yet weathered by lif e
and made more genuine.

We were 133 at graduation.
Nineteen have completed their life
journey to God.  May the rest of us be
worthy someday to join them in the
grandest reunion.

Thanks to all who came for the gift
to remember and be remembered, to
share life challenges and triumphs,
and to give each other hope.

-S. Lorraine Schmaltz

Sister Lorraine Schmaltz
Reflects on 50th Class Reunion

Since the mid 1960’s, the Presentation
Congregation has been providing financial

assistance to organizations that work to effect sys-
temic change.  Even as justice is essential to creat-
ing peace, so is change critical to providing the jus-
tice needed in a system that has gone awry.  It is
through the Peace and Justice Center that the con-
gregation makes these disbursements to more than
thirty beneficiaries.  Categories include Education,
Human Rights,Women and Children,Anti-
Militar ism, the Environment,and Economic
Development that sustains the environment.  

Most of the groups have had Fargo sisters work-

ing with them at one time or another, so the organi-
zation’s credibility is not in question.  The follow-
ing are several of the acknowledgements recently
received:

“Y OUR GIFT
…will be applied to a partial student sponsorship

(Nora Cronin Presentation Academy, Newburgh, NY)

…will help us organize to stop the new bomb
plant in Oak Ridge

(Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance, TN)

…is helping us advocate for better enforcement
of laws that protectworkers’ basic rights 

(Workers Interfaith Network, Memphis, TN)

…helps support us in our efforts to provide
healthy youth programming

(Cheyenne River Youth Project, SD)

…will be put to good use as we work for envi-
ronmental justice

(Statewide Organizing for Community
eMpowerment, TN

…will help us continue working for and with
the people of ND for goodfood and a safe 

environment.
(Dakota Resource Council, ND)

Sisters Collaborate on Creating
Systemic Change



BAPTISM AT THE MISSION
for Mike and Isabel on Alexander’s Baptism

We mount the sun-bleached stone steps,
posing for a photograph just outside of
the shaded pillared arch.
Familiar hymns,given a Spanish voice,
waft in the air to the vaulted ceiling,
and mixed with the smell of incense
stream out onto the street.
Thick carpets of whole palm branches
cover the floor under the great green
archways of palm which line the aisles.
Crossing the courtyard, we find the chapel
and hear the sound of footsteps echo
from the walls as we step from piece-laid-to-piece
of stone worn thin by time and other feet.
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Sisters Focus
on Sustainable
Development
“If y ou want to cultivate peace,
protect the creation.” Pope
Benedict XVI

In their pastoral letter, “Renewing
the Earth,” U.S. Catholic bishops

called the environmental crisis a
“moral challenge” and urged citizens
to examine how they use and share
the goods of the earth.  In response to
this mandate, as well as to their own
corporate commitment to care for the
earth, Presentation Sisters are offering
a series of six public sessions pertain-
ing to sustainable living. 

Using “Caring for God’s Creation,”
a guide created by the Catholic
Archdiocese of Newark, the Sisters’
Peace and Justice Collaborative
Council members have made presen-
tations and facilitated discussions
with interested individuals on topics
integral to preserving a healthy envi-
ronment.  The first presentation, facil-
itated by Michele and Tony McRae on
October 20,dealt with “Consumer
Choices.” Lisa Schwinden presented
a session on “Food” on November 20.
Other topics such as “Water” and
“Advocacy” will be presented in
spring and fall 2011.

This poem was born out of two sal-
vaged photographs I’d found in

my kids’ play room years after we’d
left California. The photos would
never be the same. In fact I don’t have
them anymore. I “painted” those two
photos into this poem for Alexander
and his parents.

The first picture was of my two
children and me standing in the
entrance at Mission Dolores in San
Francisco. I was holding my daughter
Laura on my hip. She had on a floral
sundress with a pink ribbon belt tied
in back, a white collar and had her
thumb in her mouth. Daniel had on a

white shirt and tie and his serious
face.

The second picture was my two
children,and Isabel and Mike’s eldest
son,Derrek dipping in an old fountain

in the courtyard of the old mission
after the Palm Sunday baptism.

This summer Isabel and I had lunch
together with the four kids,while I
was in San Francisco to celebrate my
son’s 24th birthday. And Alex, the
“inf ant” was just days away from
going off to college (Chico State) in
Northern California. 

The visit and this poem bring up
our kids’shared childhoods – their
births,and birthday parties,
Halloweens,Thanksgivings,
Christmases and Easter-egg hunts
(they don’t have those in Nicaragua!).
Our hearts are connected again and
again,across time, across distances,
and across all of those moments that
add up to be lifetimes. 

The ceremony at the ancient font is short and private.
The infant gowned angel-white, and smiling all the while.
Our children race for the door, over the courtyard,
and find the fountain set away from the headstones
and markers,which separate the close gravesites.
Peals of laughter ring in the air as eager fingers
poke the surface of the sunken pool,dripping
and awkwardly pushing up sleeves.
Faces peering in, their reflections call them closer,
while tied ribbons flutter like babies’hair in the breeze.
I pick up a fallen magnolia with a hint of brown on
the petals’edges,and find it floats.
The flower boat adrift behind the thin veil 
of water as it cascades over the fountain’s edge,
I reach for hands that fill each of my own
and in my palms,small fingers cool with holy water.

-Associate Catherine Vermeersch Miyamoto

L-R: Isabel’s brother Norberto and sis-
ter-in -law Yolanda Garcia, Isabel hold-
ing Alexander, and Michael Wonacott

S. Lois Byrne, MSW, attended the
Centennial Celebration of

Catholic Charities USA on September
25-28 in Washington,DC.  S. Lois
represented Catholic Charities of the
Diocese of New Ulm, MN, one of
over one hundred fifty member agen-
cies that comprise the membership of
CCUSA. 

CCUSA was formed one hundred
years ago to bring about a sense of
solidarity among those in Catholic
charitable works. Many of these were
the works of religious communities

which formed the genesis of diocesan
Catholic Charities agencies that exist
today. Presentation Sisters’ ministry
with St. John’s Orphanage, Fargo, was
the foundation of the current Catholic
Charities North Dakota.  Today
Catholic Charities USA estimates that
its member agencies directly serve
over eight million people annually. 

The centennial celebration itself
became an opportunity to respond to
those in need.  Conference attendees
from Catholic Charities agencies
throughout the U.S and representing

constituents from forty-eight states
met with more than four hundred
Senators and Representatives on one
day. The focus of these visits was to
offer support for the recently intro-
duced “National Opportunity and
Community Renewal Act.” It was
hoped the act would replace some
long standing “pigeon-hole”programs
with holistic opportunities focusing on
empowering both the client and local
programs.

The conference was a powerful
experience of the Social Encyclicals
of the Catholic Church both celebrat-
ed and embraced. The whole of the
conference, including the liturgies,
presentations,and the visits with con-

gressional
representa-
tives,cul-
minated in
the mes-
sage that
the Gospel
call for
social jus-
tice is not
optional
but our
mission as
followers of Christ.

S. Lois Byrne is an outreach coun-
selor with Catholic Charities of the
Diocese of New Ulm and on the board
of Catholic Charities North Dakota  

Sister Lois Byrne Participates
in Centennial Celebration

S. Lois Byrne

BAPTISM AT THE MISSION
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A “chance”comment by one of our
friends visiting from Missouri in

the summer of 2009 initiated the
development of an online Associate
Candidate Formation Process for
those who wish to pursue Association
with the Fargo Presentation Sisters
and are at a distance from the Fargo
area and cannot attend onsite classes.
“I am always surprised at the way the
prompting of the Holy Spirit is mani-
fested by ‘chance’comments,fol-
lowed by amazing confirmation,”
mused S. Francine Janousek,Director
of Associates.  “Once Associate Don
Smith,Co-Director of Associates,and
I took this request to heart and along
with others we had received, the way
became clear on how we would set
about accomplishing this goal.” Don

researched ways that the information
we already had in print form could be
made accessible online and promptly
and patiently put all that material on a
web site.  The next question was,
“Will anyone other than the one per-
son who made the request be interest-
ed?”

The answer came in an amazing
way—through an e-mail from an
interested person in Florida,who had
been searching web sites for reference
to Nano Nagle and her sisters.  His
question began,“I noted your contact
information and wanted to write to
express an interest in the Associate
program. Can a person study, pray
and participate from a distance?”
Now in discernment,once a decision
has been made, then one looks for a

confirmation of the choice.  Here it
was!  If we had any doubts about
making the right decision in offering
online formation, they were dispelled
in that moment.  Not only do we have
distance learners in Missouri and
Florida,we also have one in Alabama
and another in Jamestown, ND.  

The challenge is to make learning

and community possible through this
method.  Locally there are six candi-
dates in the formation process.
Opportunities continue to arise and
are presented to the ten candidates to
interact and learn from one another.
Learning packets contain pictures and
other items that help all parties to get
to know one another and to share
reflections on selected questions.
How will all this work out in the long
run?  We do not know.  Discernment
teaches us that, “one cannot know the
end at the beginning.” So we will
work through the formation this year
and see where it leads us.

S. Francine states that since becom-
ing involved in this process,she has
become aware of a myriad of applica-
tions of online use.  “I f eel as if I have
finally arrived in the 21st Century!”
she quips.

For more information about
Associates,please contact
fjanousek@cableone.net. 

Online Associate Candidate
Formation Process Launched

Scholarships
Awarded

Elisha Anderson,a family nurse practitioner stu-
dent at North Dakota State University, Fargo,

received the 2010 S. Catherine Haertzen Nursing

Scholarship.  S. Olivia Scully presented the award
to Elisha at the NDSU College of Pharmacy,
Nursing and Allied Sciences Scholarship Program
held at the Fargo Dome on September 16,2010.
Elisha was selected to receive the scholarship based
on her desire to use her nursing skills and knowl-
edge in a rural setting, including being an advocate
for rural health in general.  Elisha will graduate in
December with her Doctor of Nursing Practice
degree and has signed on with Innovis Health in
Lisbon,ND, as a Family Nurse Practitioner.  She is
married and lives with her husband and three little
boys in Milnor, ND.

The S. Catherine Haertzen Nursing Scholarship
was established by a gift fr om friends in S.
Catherine’s memory and administered by the
Presentation Sisters.  The recipient of the scholar-
ship must be a nursing student at the junior, senior,
or graduate level of college,and preference is given
to a student who has career goals that include prac-
ticing nursing in a rural area after graduation.

SISTER CORNELIA O’SULLIVAN SCHOLARSHIP

The 2010 S. Cornelia O’Sullivan Scholarship was
given to Samantha Griffin at an Awards Ceremony
on May 13,2010 at Shanley High School.
Samantha was chosen to receive the scholarship
based on her articulation in her growth in faith, care
for others in need and her appreciation for the edu-

cation she has
received as a student
at Shanley High
School.  She has
been active in
school in volleyball,
band, speech and
debate; and has
done a variety of
volunteer works
around the commu-
nity.  While active at
school and in the
community,
Samantha has also
worked part-time at
a restaurant.  She is

a senior at Shanley and will graduate in 2011.
The purpose of the S. Cornelia O’Sullivan

Scholarship is to assist in the education of young
women who are seniors at Shanley who have taken
chemistry and a foreign language.  It was estab-
lished to honor S. Cornelia,who in her fifty years
of teaching, taught chemistry, languages,and reli-
gion at Sacred Heart Academy and then Shanley
High School.  The scholarship is awarded to one or
two young women on an annual basis,and is given
on the basis of service, academic achievement,
leadership ability, and involvement in extra-curricu-
lar activities.

SISTER CATHERINE HAERTZEN NURSING
SCHOLARSHIP:Elisha Anderson and S. Olivia Scully

Samantha Griffin

“Discernment
teaches us that we
cannot know the

end at the
beginning.”
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Reflective Thoughts fr om the Charism Retr eat
-S. Frances O’Neill

God is Divine Provider.
God requires humans to be co-creators with Him.
Earth is God’s Garden,God’ Sanctuary.
We experience God.  We represent God.
We are in touch with Nano Nagle.
We are called to seek and to serve at this time.
We are called to abundant life.
Look to the New Testament as a model for Religious Life.
Today—Jesus and His disciples.
We are closer to our foundress’s situation—uncertain,without a blueprint.
We are walking in faith and hope.
We cling to what is essential.
Jeremiah writes,“I know the plans I have for you” says the Lord.  “Plans to

prosper and not harm you.  Plans to give you a future and a hope.”

For the past year several area
women,along with a some of

Presentation Sisters,have been volun-
teering at the Dorothy Day House,
cooking for the residents of this shel-
ter for homeless men in Moorhead,
MN.  The purpose of their gathering
to volunteer is to have opportunities
for  forming bonds of friendship with
each other, interacting with
Presentation Sisters,and sharing a
meal with the residents of the house,
usually having great conversations in
the process.  

The group began cooking at the
Dorothy Day House in July of 2009,
several months after a few of the vol-
unteers had the opportunity to partici-
pate together in the Collaborative
Vocation Service Experience in New
Orleans,LA.  Three or four of the
volunteers usually meet at least once a
month,preparing the meal together,
serving the meal,and then eating with
the guests.  This October, a young
man worked with the group as well.  

Usual participants include Ss.
Shawna Foley and Stella Olson,
Associate Catherine Miyamoto,
Natalie Lies (member of Presentation

Sisters’ Vocation Team),Briana
Wilhelmi,(NDSU senior) and Melissa
Lynn (Concordia College Senior).
Elizabeth Asheim (recent Jamestown
College graduate),Sarah Schock
(NDSU freshman),and Nathan
Knudsen (NDSU junior) volunteered
with the group in October.  Sarah and
Nathan even had the opportunity to
paint a few bowls for the November
shelter’s soup supper.  For more infor-
mation about volunteering with the
group,please contact S. Shawna at
vocations@presentationsistersfargo.com. 

L-R Elizabeth Asheim and S.
Shawna Foley preparing dinner

Igrew up in the 1970’s.  As a young
woman,I was part of the first gen-

eration to benefit from all the hard-
won equal rights for women. We were
told we could “have it all” and we
believed it wholeheartedly.  Immersed
in this cultural shift, I learned to be
strong, determined and passionate.  

My early formation held little of the
devotional tradition of the Church.  It
was only later that I came to know the
intimacy and love that a treasured
devotion can hold. Imagine my sur-
prise then,when as a young mother, I
was invited to participate in a “li ving-
rosary” at my daughter’s school.  Too
embarrassed to admit the truth, I told
the caller that I had other plans for
that particular day. The truth was that
I didn’t know what a living rosary
was as I had never even heard of a
rosary!  And so began my journey
with Mary…

True to my formation and upbring-
ing, I rebelled against the Mary that I
began to learn about.  To me, the
white woman in the blue gown was
too passive.  The way she was depict-
ed seemed to reinforce the belief that
women should be docile, subservient,
and obedient.  These images were all
the womanly qualities I had been
raised to challenge as stereotypes.  I
decided this “Mary” had nothing to
offer me and quickly dismissed any
thought of devotion to her…

As my spiritual life developed and
matured, my inner faith journey began
to shift at warp speed.    I was on fire!
I began to encounter Mary more and
more often in my reading and in my

prayer. Suddenly, the Mary that I had
been running from became living and
real.  She became my great model of
spiritual openness and great strength.
She was willing to give the great
“Yes” to God.  She modeled for me
those qualities that, once embraced,
changed my lif e… 

The Indwelling Spirit of God and
Mary’s model of discipleship offer me
a new way to live out these values.  I
must remember that surrendering
these qualities to the service of the
Spirit is what creates my true power.
Each day I make my choice. Some
days go better than others.  I continue
to learn and grow. And so my journey
continues…

-Associate Jenny Rheault
For the full text of this article,

please visit our website www.presen-
tationsistersfargo.com,Who We Are,
Associates.

My Journey with Mary

Jenny Rheault

At Home with Nano!
-S. Anne O’Brien

The environment was contempla-
tive, the speakers were dynamic,

hospitality was at its best,and the
retreat, in all of its dimensions,pro-
vided a variety of opportunities that
drew me profoundly into a deeper
relationship with our foundress,Nano
Nagle.  The presentations pointed to
Nano as a woman doing the truth in
love.  She exemplified in her own life
that what God does best is to trust us

with our own moment in history.  
All of us, Presentation Sisters and

Associates,have a great legacy in
Nano,which came through so strong-
ly to me, in a variety of ways during
the retreat.  We are entrusted with the
charism,a gift of spiritual energy, for
our own day, shining lantern beams
on today and tomorrow.  “In her heart
there blazed a fire.  May we burn with
like desire.” (Song:“Lantern Beams
on Tomorrow.”)

Volunteering at the
Doro thy Day House

Presentation Charism and ...
Continued from page 1 


