
March 15 and 16,2010,the Fargo
congregational administration

(Ss. Mary Margaret Mooney, Sharon
Altendorf, Francine Janousek,Anne
O’Brien) and the central leadership

team of the International Union of
Presentation Sisters (Ss. Terry
Abraham,Joan O’Sullivan,Emer
Manning, Mary Hanrahan,Mary
Deane) met in Orange,California to

continue dialogue about potential
merger of the Fargo congregation with
the Union. Attending some sessions of
the leadership meeting and also meet-
ing separately was the Commission on
Merger. The Commission consists of
two sisters from each unit (Union:Ss.
Elizabeth Starken and Paula Buckley;

Fargo: Ss. Frances O’Neill and Stella
Olson) who are charged with planning
and implementing the educational
process that each unit will need to
make an informed decision about
merger and ensuring that communica-
tion with the members of both units is
consistent and on-going.  It is antici-
pated that the final step in the deci-
sion-making process will be taken in
June, 2012. 

Guiding the discussions was accept-
ance of the principle that dialogue,
discernment,and participation are
essential to each step of the process. It
was agreed that the focus of discern-
ment and discussions will be seeking
to answer the question:“What will
best serve Presentation life and mis-
sion and promote the gospel in our
world today?”
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Blessed Sacrament Parish,West Fargo, Social
Hall, was the site of the 14th Annual

Presentation Benefit tea under the able direction of
Kathleen Creighton.  Tour-of-tableswas an added
new twist—table hostessesdecorated and set
tables-of-eight with their own precious possessions.
Other volunteers,under the direction of Geri
Weeding, prepared a carefully plannedmenu of
made-fresh delicacies.Butlers donned tuxedos to
create the elegance so enjoyed by guests over the

years. Maureta Studebaker added tuxedo-donned
junior butlers to assist in seating guests. Music
appropriate to the occasioncompleted thesetting.
There was onetea seating of 112. The Tea sup-
ports ministries of the Presentation Sisters: the
Presentation Prayer Center and Partners in Housing.

The tradition continues...the 15th annual
Presentation Benefit Tea will be held Sunday,
December 5,2010 at Blessed Sacrament Parish,
West Fargo.  Tickets go on sale October 1,2010.

Fourteenth Annual Presentation
Benefit Tea a Success!

BUTLER SIR JACK MALUSKY (CENTER) SERVES TEA GUESTSl-r Three guests (unidentified), and
Ss. Andrea Arendt, Claudia Nelson, Frances O’Neill, Stella Olson, and Gertrude Massine

Rosemary Milner
Sister of Associate Pat Winter

Ramon Cagley
Brother-in-Law of Associate Marge Cagley

Mar y Wir tzfeld
Mother of Associate Ruth Wir tzfeld

Mor t Duggan
Brother of Sister Consilia Duggan

Bill Ew als
Brother of Sister Bernice Ewals

Helen Metzger
Sister-in-law of Sister Petronilla Metzger

Associate Zita Nolan

Lena Leintz Weinmann
Aunt of Associate JoEllen Smith

Wendelin (Windy) Bachmeier
Brother-in-law of Associate Betty Bachmeier

Sanford Olson
Father of Associate Candidate Sandy Eggermont

Mar y Fischer
Aunt of Associate Mary Hass

Vir ginia Hevelone
Mother of Associate Becky O’Hara

Kathy Kautzman
Sister-in-law of Sister Stella Olson

Ted Wesolowski
Uncle of Sister Sharon Altendorf

Olivia Korb
Aunt of Sister Maris Stella Korb

Rest in Peace

Servant-Leadership:
A Transformational Way of Being and Doing 

Featured Speaker Mary Jo Lewis, MD

25th Annual Presentation Prayer Center Fund Raiser Brunch
Tuesday, October 26, 2010 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Fargo Holiday Inn
Tickets: $30.00
Call 701.235.8246
MARY JO LEWIS
2010 Brunch speaker
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Recently seven members of the
Lang family: Charlotte Rose,

Associate Candidate Rosie Rheault,
Carolyn Radeck, Shirley Olson,
Marilyn Jamieson,Bob, and Frank
Lang, Jr, and their mother, Arleda
Lang, visited with sisters at Sacred
Heart Convent.  The Lang children
attended Shanley High School during

the years 1962-80.  Rosie writes,
“Mom and dad (Frank,Sr., RIP)
owned Brownie Bakery on South
University Drive for many years and
we all worked there while growing
up.  We are all thankful for the Sisters
of the Presentation who,along with
our parents,had such a strong influ-
ence on our upbringing.”

“Lang Gang” Visits Sisters

THE LANG’S, Front row: l-r Bob, Arleda, and Frank
Back row: l-r Charlotte Rose, Associate Candidate Rosie Rheault, Carolyn
Radeck, Shirley Olson, Marilyn Jamieson

APebble in my Shoe or Rocks in
My Headwas the title of the

annual Lenten Retreat for sisters and
Associates,February 28,2010.
Continuing the theme of Presentation
Journeying: Pausing with Treasures
Old and New, this retreat centered on
the portion of the Identity Statement
that reads: Presentation Sisters and
Associates are called by God to be
Risk Takers.  Participants were invited
to reflect on risks they had taken in
their lives,causing them to wonder,
“Is this a pebble in my shoe or do I
have rocks in my head (Am I insane
for taking this risk?)?” In most
instances,it seemed that when trust in
God entered the experience, the out-

comes yielded far greater graces than
were expected.

An action portion of the retreat
include asking participants to bring
new or gently used shoes or a mone-
tary donation for shoes to be given to
a local charity for distribution to the
poor.  Seventy-five pairs of shoes for
all ages and $135 were donated to the
New Lif e Center in Fargo!  The
Director of the Center, Dan L.
Danielson writes,“Thank you so
much for your gift of shoes!  This tan-
gible way of providing to those who
have so little means so much.  God
bless each of you and your ministry.”

Pebbles or Rocks?

SS. EUGENIA TESSIER AND SHARON ALTENDORFhold up the pair of
boots that held the monetary collection for shoes.

Sponsored by the North Dakota Peace
Coalition,a traveling photo exhibit

of the Hiroshima/Nagasaki bombings
was on display at the Presentation
Ministries Building on March 24.  In
addition to the exhibit there was an
opening ceremony on the evening of the

24th which included a live video-chat
with an A-bomb survivor.  

To be reminded of this tragedy at
this time is appropriate, because in
May there will be a major World
Conference to review the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty, which has
been ignored by the United States and
many of the other  countries that
signed it.  

TRAVELING HIROSHIMA
EXHIBIT COMES TO FARGO

Sharing
Ideas for
the Good
of the
Planet

FRONT L-RSs. Paula Buckley and Anne Hablas; Back l-r Ss. Maris Stella
Korb and Elizabeth Starken

Ss. Paula Buckley, PBVM  and Elizabeth Starken, PBVM, Ireland, share ideas
and materials promoting environmental protection with Ss. Anne Hablas
and Maris Stella Korb of the Presentation Peace and Justice Center.
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L ike their foundress Nano Nagle,
Presentation Sisters view educa-

tion as key to human development and
a way out of poverty. Their “Women
of Color” scholarship program is one
expression of their commitment to
this mission.  Anna Charles and Mary
Quartey are the recipients of the
scholarships this year.  

Anna is from Sudan and is a student
at North Dakota State University in
the department of Nursing.  She is
especially interested in working with
children and the older population.
She hopes to become a public health
nurse.  In addition to her studies Anna
is a member of the NDSU Bookstore
Advisory Committee, the NDSU
Multicultural Student Organization,
and the Black Student Organization.
She has volunteered at Fargo South
High School, tutoring English
Language,and at Villa Maria Nursing
Home, socializing with the residents. 

Anna is a first-generation college
student,and not having parents in the
USA makes it harder for her to find
financial assistance to pay for her

education.  She is grateful for the
scholarship offered by Presentation
Sisters.

Mary Quartey, a student at
Minnesota State Community
Technical College,is also pursuing a
nursing degree.  Prior to moving to
the USA Mary was very active in her
homeland of Ghana.  She was a youth
leader in her church for five years.
She also took a leadership role by
organizing volunteers for community
services such as the routing of waste
water and trash away from the com-
munity.  Although only in the USA
for four years,Mary has done well in
her studies,achieving a grade point
average of 3.48.  Before entering the
nursing program at MSCTC Mary
worked as a certif ied nursing assistant
at a local nursing home. The Director
of Nursing there said that based on
her experiences with Mary she highly
recommends her and  she believes
Mary has the potential to become an
asset to the nursing profession. 

-S. ANNE HABLAS

Scholarships Awarded

ANNA CHARLES MARY QUARTY

Iam writing this in Lent but most of
you will be reading it in the Easter

Season.  Should I focus on penance or
on glory?   

Our English word “Lent” is derived
from the Teutonic word for spring.
Our English name for the Feast of the
Resurrection is also Teutonic in origin
and Eastre (Easter) meant both the
goddess of spring and fertility and
spring itself.  Thus,it seems musings
about spring would fit Lent or Easter
or both.  The problem is I am not real
fond of spring.  That is probably hard
to understand—especially for those
who are tired of snow banks and long
to pack away parkas and cease raking
snow from roofs.

Spring to me equals mud, dirty
floors,gritty cars,messy shoes.  And
then of course there is the uncertainty
of whether it really is spring.  There
well may be another blizzard out there
pulling itself together to roar down
upon us.  Spring also conjures up
memories of the beginning of my
farmer father’s consuming concern
about “the crops”—getting them in,
getting them off, too little rain, too
much rain, the potential for both hail
and price-per-bushel falling. (It made
little difference that things usually
turned out,if not perfect,at least just
fine.  The cycle began anew each
spring.)

Maybe
my prob-
lem with
spring is
inherited
from my
father’s
uneasiness
with lack of
order and
predictabil-
ity and I
would do well to remember that per-
fectionism is a vice not a virtue, that
both penance and glory are necessary
but neither is sufficient to live as a
Christian in this world.  The verse in
Matthew which is usually translated
as “Be ye perfect as your heavenly
Father is perfect” would be more
accurately rendered as “Be whole as
God is whole.” To be whole is to be
all there, to have a heart open to all
seasons of year and of life. To
embrace the mud of our humanness is
to be a citizen of the kingdom that is
both here and not yet.  

I guess it won’t kill me to mop the
floor, wash the car, and try to be nice
to spring enthusiasts.  We need
spring—both in its Lenten (atonement
and reform) and in its Easter (alleluia
and renewal) manifestations.

-S. MARY MARGARET MOONEY ,
President,Fargo Presentation Sisters

MMMusings
A Touch of Teutonic Balance
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The third annual Collaborative
Vocation Service Experience took

place from March 14-19,2010 in New
Orleans,LA.  S. Shawna Foley, along
with Associate Candidate Catherine
Miyamoto and Natalie Lies,attended
from Fargo.  Vocation directors from
San Francisco,CA, S. Stephanie Still;
New Windsor, NY, S. Mary Catherine
Redmond; Dubuque, IA, S. Carla
Popes,and the Vocation Outreach
Coordinator from Aberdeen,SD, Joni
Brezina also participated, truly mak-
ing it a Presentation collaboration in
service.

Participants in the experience had
the opportunity to work alongside oth-
ers at Lantern Light, Inc., the collabo-
rative ministry project of the
Conference of Presentation Sisters of
North America; Café Reconcile, a
culinary arts training center and
restaurant for troubled or at-risk
youth,whose director is a
Presentation Sister from Dubuque;
and Operation Helping Hands,a pro-
gram sponsored by the Archdiocese of
New Orleans’Catholic Charities that

has been helping people rebuild their
homes since Hurricane Katrina in
2005.

Each morning the participants
would gather for prayer prior to going
to the various worksites.  It was a
great way to start the day.  The Sisters
of Charity have opened a house of
hospitality for volunteers coming to
New Orleans helping with the rebuild-
ing.  S. Monica Gundler, SC gracious-
ly opened the home to the group to
meet,pray and play together.

On a daily basis the group would
divide into groups: two volunteers
going to Café Reconcile, two going to
the Lantern Light, and three working
with Operation Helping Hands.  At
Operation Helping Hands,the
Presentation volunteers joined with a
group of students from the Newman
Center at Arizona State University,
AZ.  It was a great way of meeting
new people and telling others about
Nano Nagle and the Presentation
Sisters.

After working all day, the group would
gather together again to have supper
with the Presentation Sisters living in
New Orleans.  In the evening the
group prayed together and shared how
the experience of the day was for each
person.  The prayer themes reflected
Presentation spirituality and the per-
son’s call in mission and ministry. 

For those traveling from Fargo it was
a road-trip experience, beginning on
Friday, March 12 and ending on
Sunday, March 21.  Along the way,
Sisters and Associates were visited,
giving overnight accommodations and
hospitality to the travelers.  On the
return trip, a snowstorm was encoun-
tered in Missouri; thankfully not too
far from one of the stops for
overnight,Conception Abbey in
northern Missouri.

I am grateful for the opportunity that I

had to be on this service experience.
This is my third year of traveling to
New Orleans,every year just a little
different.  I am always impressed with
the people that we have worked with,
both the homeowners through
Operation Helping Hands and the
workers; as well as the people we have
come into contact with through Lantern
Light and Café Reconcile.  They
impress me in the fact that they do not
complain about how long it is taking to
get New Orleans back to the way it
was.  Rather, they are proud of what
has been accomplished and are hopeful
for the future.  I am proud to be a
Presentation Sister and am glad to
share that fact with other Presentation
Sisters,women who may be interested
in Presentation religious life,and oth-
ers with whom I have come into con-
tact through this experience.

S. SHAWNA FOLEY
Vocation Director
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LEFT TO RIGHT BACK ROW: Joni Brezina, S. Shawna Foley, S. Mary
Catherine Redmond, Catherine Miyamoto, and Natalie Lies; front row: S.
Monica Gundler, SC, and S. Stephanie Still 

Collabora tive Vocation
Service Experience

Writing a Spiritual Will

About 30 years ago, S. Andrea Arendt discovered that her grandmother had
written a will to her children.  In that will she shared her faith,wishes for

her burial, and her wishes for her children.  It was handwritten consisting of six
small pages with only one paragraph mentioning the disposition of money, if
there was any left.  This spiritual will affirmed how she lived, provided a link
between past and future generations,and has given S. Andrea impetus to invite
others to leave a spiritual legacy.

What is a spiritual will?  It is a statement of faith and spiritual wisdom that
one wishes to pass on to those they cherish.  It is reflecting on and sharing in
writing one’s faith-based values,lif e lessons,and wishes. In the process,one
identifies deeper core beliefs and faith assertions that underlie individual val-
ues.

What might be included in a spiritual will?  A description of one’s life jour-
ney from a spiritual perspective, lif e-stories that taught one lessons,words of
regret and/or reconciliation, one’s requests and blessings for those who follow.  

Through the tools of questioning, reflecting, and writing, S. Andrea Arendt
facilitates a 2½ hour workshop in which participants begin to or continue to
gift f amily and friends and/or business,with insights,learning, and aspirations.
S. Andrea is available to present this 2 ½-hour workshop in your parish or
other group or gathering.  Any age is a good time to begin.  This is a process
just as each of us is “a work in progress.” Contact S. Andrea:701-235-8246,
Ext 27 or presprayerctr@cableone.net. 
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How can we live in harmony?
First we need to know we are all

madly in love with the same God.
Thomas Aquinas

“Excellent,stretching, affirming,
challenging, and grace-filled,” was the
description by one of the 14 partici-
pants exploring Mysticism and
Contemplative Prayer, during the
2010 United in Prayer Day.  Briston
Fernandes,facilitator, shared his
knowledge, insights and personal

experiences in both Western and
Eastern traditions of spirituality.  

A native of India,Briston Fernandes
has a master’s in philosophy and
world religions from the University of

Barcelona,Spain and a licentiate in
theology from the Jesuit Pontifical
Athenaeum in India. He also has a
master’s in Counseling Psychology
from Loyola University, Chicago, and
recently retired after serving with
Catholic Charities for the past 33
years.

GWEN RUST, BRISTON FERNANDES, AND S. ANDREA ARENDT, 2010
United in Prayer Day

Living in Harmony

Two employees of the Presentation
Sisters were given 25 years of

service pins at the annual employee
recognition dinner in January.  Ruth
Breiland, who is presently head cook,
began her employment on September
4, 1984 as a dietary aide in the
kitchen,joining S. Juliana Jendro and
Janina Arvanitis.  Over the years,
Ruth has prepared and served tens of
thousands of meals to sisters and
guests. Ruth served as assistant cook
until September 2006,when she

assumed head cook duties. Her cook-
ing skills and cheerful nature are
appreciated by all.  Ruth is grateful
for her years with the sisters and is
appreciative of the warm and friendly
atmosphere at the Motherhouse.  She
especially enjoys the annual
Congregational Day gatherings in
Fargo, when she has a chance to
reconnect with sisters who do not live
in the Fargo Moorhead area.

Tom Donaldson,currently director
of finance, began his employment on
November 1,1984 as controller in the
business office, under the supervision
of S. Antonine Foy, who was treasurer
at the time.  Over the years,Tom’s
responsibilities have included serving
as chief financial officer at Riverview
Place, being a consultant to other reli-
gious communities in the United
States and Canada,and managing the
River Square project.  Currently Tom
manages the financial and business
matters of the Presentation Sisters as
well as being responsible for adminis-
tering properties.  Tom also has found
his years of employment with the
Presentation Sisters to be fulfilling
and rewarding. 

S.  MARY MARGARET MOONEY(l) congratulates Presentation Center
employees, Ruth Breiland and Tom Donaldson 

Presentation Center Employees
Recognized for Service

Following in the footsteps of their
foundress,Nano Nagle, who in

the 18th Century Ireland recognized
education as a human right and set up
schools for the poor, Presentation
Sisters today in the 21st Century are
once again involved in a survey of
Human Rights; this time in the
United States.

It isn’t often that one is able to
offer constructive criticism of one’s
country and feel that it will be given
serious consideration.  But there is

within the United Nations (UN) a
mechanism called the “Universal
Periodic Review” (UPR) which seeks
to check the human rights practices
of each of its member states at least
once every four years.  This year is
that for the United States! 

Because the International
Presentation Association (IPA) is a
Non-Governmental Organization
(NGO) with status at the UN,
Presentation Sisters were encouraged
to participate in writing a submission

of how the U.S. was advancing
human rights and also to make rec-
ommendations as to how it might
improve its human rights practices.
S. Pegge Boehm,Aberdeen,SD,
offered to deal with genetically engi-
neered technology as it affects human
rights and global sustainability.  S.
Maris Stella Korb, motivated by the
situation of the trafficked Indian
Workers in Fargo, took human traf-
ficking as her focus.  Together they
wrote approximately one-third of a
“Submission”which will be ampli-
fied by certain other NGO religious
congregations and ultimately present-
ed along with many other stakehold-
ers as part of the over-all U.S. review
set for early April at the UN.  

SISTERS JOIN OTHER GROUPS TO
ADDRESS U.S.  HUMAN RIGHTS
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St. Patrick was honored on March
13th this year in conjunction with

the city wide St. Patrick’s Day cele-
bration.  We relish the joy of the open
house with our family and friends
joining us for Irish stew, soda bread,
and shamrock cookies. Our home
was transformed with sparkly table
decorations and the walls covered
with shamrocks and leprechauns.
There was singing and dancing, bag-
pipes,and lots of blarney being
exchanged. We love to share our
Irish roots with all those that believe
in celebrating life. 

We were blessed to have two dance
troupes with us again this year led by
Bonnie Haney and Maureen
McDonald Hins. Maureen even
taught some Irish dances to the
guests. This annual event becomes a
time of reconnection of friends of the
sisters that used to teach in the school
systems,served in parish ministries,

and in hospitals.

Our Irish ancestor, Nano Nagle,
paved the way for our mission and
ministries in the Red River Valley
since 1882. We are grateful to all of
our friends and benefactors that assist
in and continue to support our activi-
ties.  As we tell the stories,people are
amazed at the number of lives that
have been touched by a Presentation
Sister and how we continue to offer
opportunities to search for the deeper
meaning in life. Each person’s spiri-
tual journey is the daily opportunity to
experience God in the everyday ordi-
nary experiences. We are here to lis-
ten and to share the Good News of the
living God. The St. Paddy’s Day
Open House is over but we are as
close as your telephone and you are
always welcome to visit.

-S. STELLA OLSON
Development Director

Dancers from the McDonald Irish School of Dance perform

St. Patrick’s D ay—A Fine Way
to Connect with Friends

I t was our fifth year of participating
in the Lake Agassiz Habitat for

Humanity Tour de Habitat held
March 6,2010. Our team captain was
Associate Brian Arett. Riders were Ss.
Francine Janousek,Olivia Scully, and
Anne O’Brien; Associates Don Smith,
Patty Greenshields,and Mary Feist. 

With donations from the sisters,
associates and friends this year we
raised $2834. With our donations the
last five years totaling $15,859,we
have paid for a foundation for a home
and are on our way to raising the roof
on a new Habitat home.

Presentation Sisters have been vital
to the Lake Agassiz Habitat for
Humanity from the start. In 1990

Presentation Partners in Housing min-
istry was just starting. Money from
this ministry was donated for the
charter to start a Habitat for Humanity
chapter in the FM area. In 1991 the
Lake Agassiz Habitat for Humanity
was formed. In the fall of 2005,the
Presentation Sisters received the
Golden Hammer Award for their part
in making the FM chapter possible. It
was at the award banquet that S.
Francine and Brian Arett became
aware of the annual Tour de Habitat
which is a fundraiser for Habitat for
Humanity. A team called Riders of the
Purple Sage was formed and so the
history continues....Ride on Riders of
the Purple Sage…Ride on!

-ASSOCIATE MAR Y FEIST 

Riders of the Purple
Sage Ride Again!

My first experience of Holden
Evening Prayer was in the

chapel at Sacred Heart Convent years
ago, with the angel voices of Ss.
Maureen Walker and Petronilla
Metzger leading, accompanied by
gifted pianist,S. Claudia Nelson.
Holden Evening Prayer was written
during the winter of 1985-1986 while
Marty Haugen was the musician-in-
residence at Holden Village, a
Lutheran retreat center in Washington
state. This service of vespers follows
the traditional form while using con-
temporary and inclusive language.

As part of the congregation, I want-
ed to respond and join my voice to
theirs,and yet the music was so star-
tlingly lovely, I found at times I was
unable to sing. I felt overwhelmed,
almost tearful,with a deep sense of
the sacredness and beauty of this
prayer.  The music and the lyrics
seeped into my bones and at first
opportunity I obtained a copy of the
CD and the congregational booklet so
that I could sing the prayer alone at
home, even though it is meant to be
sung in community. 

A few months ago, several other
Presentation Associates and I were
talking about how lovely the Holden
Prayer is and how much we enjoyed
singing it. Always inviting and affirm-
ing, as is their way, the sisters willing-
ly “passed the torch” to us.

Associates Mary Hass,Kathy
Hogan,and Bev Noonan,amazing
pianists,were willing to learn the
challenging accompaniment and
Associates Jeanne Kelly, Sandy
Larson,and I jumped at the chance to
sing this prayer together. Ss. Claudia
and Maureen taught and coached and
encouraged and applauded as we
rehearsed. 

Our first opportunity to lead Holden
prayer was at the Sisters and
Associates Advent Retreat in
December.  We have been asked twice
since then to lead the community of
Sisters and Associates in this beautiful
evening of worship and with great joy
we have said, “Yes,yes,yes!”

-ASSOCIATE JOELLEN SMITH

Holden Evening Prayer
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“V isiting the
residents at

Riverview Place,
Fargo, two days a
week has been a
blessing and a joy
for me, as well as
an opportunity to
meet many new
friends and renew
friendships with

those who were at Riverview Place when I worked there over 20 years ago,”
says S. FRANCES O’NEILL .  She is pictured above (center) with Associate
Carol Brooks (l) and DeLoris Neihard (r), sister of Associate Pat Winter.

God’s Gifts
My ten days in Hawaii (during

Lent) with my son and his
friend was a time to ponder the beauty
and gifts God has given to me. Here
are some thoughts during my flight
home:

• Watching the waves in the ocean is
like watching a campfire. It’s mes-
merizing!

• The beauty of watching the sun sink
into the ocean each evening is a
privilege to behold. 

• Kona coffee each morning on the
beach is proof of God’s love for me! 

• The vibrant colors in a rainbow over
the ocean are unforgettable!

• The beautiful flowering hibiscus
and plumeria feel like paradise!

• God makes some big waves,and
although the soft roar of the ocean
sometimes sounds like a ND bliz-
zard, the comparison ends there!

• Getting unexpectedly soaked from a
wave while walking on the beach
makes me laugh! 

• Seeing albatross,sea turtles,and
monk seals in their natural habitat is
exciting!

• Chocolate in Hawaii tastes extra
good with those you love! 

• Going to mass at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Peace (St. Damien of
Molokai was ordained there in
1864) and discovering that the
priest is from Mandan,ND was an
unexpected gift! (He even took us to
Brunch!)

-ASSOCIATE MAR Y HASS

The Conference of Presentation
Sisters is a group of eight congrega-

tions of Presentation Sisters located in
North America who come together to
collaborate and communicate on issues
of ministry, spirituality, and social jus-
tice.  On its 50th anniversary, the
Conference initiated plans for the
Collaborative Ministry Project (CMP)
in August 2003.  This ministry project
began in September 2005 under the
name Lantern Light.  Presentation
Sisters from various North American
congregations work together among the
homeless and underserved of New
Orleans,Tulane County, Louisiana.
Tulane County is one of the poorest
counties in the United States.    The
September opening was in the immedi-
ate aftermath of Hurricane Katrina and
created major challenges to both service
and living together. 

In December we had the privilege of
volunteering for the Lantern Light in
New Orleans for two weeks.  When we
first considered this idea,it seemed like
a good thing to do in Advent—little did
we know what a life changing experi-
ence we would have.  Volunteering for
the Lantern was amazing because it was
a totally Presentation experience.  

The Lantern Light is a day program
for people who are homeless.  The
Rebuild Center, a collaborative project
with the Harry Thompson Center,
Catholic Charities,St. Joseph’s Church,
and the Lantern Light, provides numer-
ous services to their guests.  Snacks and

one full meal,laundry, mail, showers,a
place to brush your teeth or shave,med-
ical/legal services,Veteran’s
Administration services,prescription
assistance, financial assistance, and
emergency food for the neighborhood
are all available.  Starting at 7:30 a.m.
and ending late in the afternoon after
cleaning up,the days were long and
often cold since the facility is primarily
outside and it rained over 20 inches dur-
ing our time there.  Every day was both
routine and different. 

It was not what we did that touched
our hearts and souls.  It was the manner
in which every service was provided.
There is simplicity in the services,a
structure and a routine that are comfort-
able to guests,staff, and volunteers.  If
there is an emergency or a new situa-
tion, it is just addressed—doing whatev-
er needs to be done.  There is faithful-
ness and a trust in God’s generosity. 

Being at the Lantern Light was like
living in the heart of God. There was a
steady beat and rhythm to the sounds of
quiet talking; a movement of people,
both guests and volunteers, in and out;
the constant flow of donated food and
other goods coming in and the prepara-
tion of food to be given out.  It is a
sacred place and all Presentation Sisters
and Associates and their communities
should know that the Lantern Light is
truly a place that Nano loves.

ASSOCIATES DENNIS AND
KATHY HOGAN  

When I was hungry...

Blessing and A Joy

Ministr y brings
Blessings and Joy

ASSOCIATE MARY HASSenjoys the fragrant plumeria

S. LORRAINE SCHMALTZ, Amanda
Josephson, baby Rowan, Elloit Josephson

Pastoral ministry puts S.
Lorraine Schmaltz in fre-

quent contact with families at
key events in their faith lives.
Baptism preparation with par-
ents asking for baptism for their
children,assisting in the cele-
bration, and reception for family
and friends following the bap-
tismal liturgy is a great joy and
pleasure for S. Lorraine at St.
Thomas Aquinas Church,Ames,
IA.


